
37-1-506. Report and publishing of juvenile court
information, including cases, infor-
mal adjustments, pretrial diver-
sions and identifying information.

(a) The clerk of each juvenile court shall, each month,
report to the executive secretary such information as
the council may require concerning cases handled by
such court, including, but not limited to, informal
adjustments, pretrial diversions, and all other disposi-
tions made by the court. Notwithstanding § 37-1-153
or any other law to the contrary, the council may
require identifying information to be reported in order
that the council may more accurately track recidivism
rates and other pertinent trends relating to juveniles.
Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, identifying
information received by the council shall be confiden-
tial; shall not be published, released, or otherwise
disseminated; and shall be maintained in accordance
with state and federal laws and regulations regarding
confidentiality. The council may publish data and make
such data available to properly concerned agencies and
individuals, or to any person upon request. Any such
publication or release of data shall be limited to non-
identifying information. The council shall develop
guidelines and procedures to expunge identifying infor-
mation collected on juveniles; provided, that such ex-
punction shall occur only after the juvenile reaches the
age that is beyond jurisdiction of the juvenile court.

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to
mandate any change in a county’s decision regarding
the division of reporting responsibility between the
juvenile court clerk and the youth services officer.

History.
Acts 1982, ch. 937, § 1; T.C.A., § 37-283; Acts 1990, ch. 1024, § 19;

1999, ch. 264, §§ 1, 2.

37-1-507. Program to reimburse counties for
costs of inpatient mental health
evaluations, examinations and de-
tention of juveniles charged as
adults — Rules and regulations.

(a) The council of juvenile and family court judges is
authorized to establish and administer a program to
reimburse counties for the costs associated with inpa-
tient mental health evaluations and examinations con-
ducted on juveniles charged with an offense which
would constitute a felony if committed by an adult.
Such a program is subject to available state funding
and may include full or partial reimbursements to
counties for the costs of inpatient mental health exami-
nations or evaluations ordered by a juvenile court
judge, as well as the costs of transportation of the child
for a mental health examination or evaluation. The
program may also include reimbursement to counties
for costs of detention incurred pursuant to § 37-1-
116(f) for the purposes of obtaining an outpatient
evaluation or examination at a detention facility lo-
cated in another county.

(b) The council may adopt rules and regulations
governing such a reimbursement program pursuant to
§ 37-1-502.

History.
Acts 2009, ch. 593, § 1.

PART 6

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

37-1-601. Prevention of child sexual abuse
deemed priority of state — Compre-
hensive approach — Purpose and
construction of part.

(a) The general assembly finds and declares that:
(1) The incidence of child sexual abuse has a

tremendous impact on the victimized child, siblings,
family structure, and inevitably on all citizens of this
state;

(2) The detection, intervention, prevention and
treatment of child sexual abuse, including a focus on
the sexual abuse that occurs within the home, shall
be a priority of this state;

(3) Sexual abuse in any form is destructive to the
physical and mental health of a child;

(4) Ninety-three percent (93%) of all sexual abuse
is inflicted by a family member or acquaintance in
the child’s home environment;

(5) It is necessary that curriculum addressing
sexual abuse include a focus on the in-home abuse;
and

(6) A comprehensive approach for the detection,
intervention, prevention and treatment of child
sexual abuse, including such abuse that may occur in
the home, should be developed for the state and that
this planned, comprehensive approach should be
used as a basis for funding.
(b) The purpose of this part shall be the same as that

of part 4 of this chapter, and, except as may be
expressly herein provided, the provisions of this part
shall not be construed as repealing any provisions of
part 4 of this chapter or of any other statute, but shall
be supplementary thereto and cumulative thereof.

History.
Acts 1985, ch. 478, § 2; 1987, ch. 145, § 1; 2014, ch. 706, § 2.

Compiler’s Notes.
Acts 2014, ch. 706, § 1 provided that this act shall be known and may

be cited as “Erin’s Law.”

37-1-602. Part definitions — Harm to child’s
health or welfare.

(a) For purposes of this part and §§ 8-7-109, 37-1-
152, 37-1-403, 37-1-406, 37-1-413 and 49-7-117, unless
the context otherwise requires:

(1) “Child care agency” is as defined in §§ 71-3-
501 and 37-5-501;

(2) “Child protection team” means the investiga-
tion team created by § 37-1-607;

(3)(A) “Child sexual abuse” means the commission
of any act involving the unlawful sexual abuse,
molestation, fondling or carnal knowledge of a
child under thirteen (13) years of age that prior to
November 1, 1989, constituted the criminal offense
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