
simple appeal. A motion for a new trial shall not be
required for such an appeal.

History.
Acts 1978, ch. 750, § 21; T.C.A., § 37-1721.

37-1-322. Promulgation of rules by supreme
court — Release of petitioner on bail
or temporary custody.

(a) The supreme court may promulgate rules of
practice and procedure consistent with this part, in-
cluding rules prescribing the form and contents of the
petition, the preparation and filing of the record and
assignments of error for simple appeal and for delayed
appeal in the nature of a writ of error and may make
petition forms available for use by petitioners.

(b) When an appeal to the circuit court or a delayed
appeal in the nature of a writ of error from the
judgment of such court is granted pursuant to § 37-1-
319, release on bail or temporary custody placement
within the jurisdiction shall be discretionary with the
circuit court judge pending further proceedings. In all
other cases, the petitioner shall not be entitled to bail.

History.
Acts 1978, ch. 750, § 22; T.C.A., § 37-1722.

PART 4

MANDATORY CHILD ABUSE REPORTS

37-1-401. Part definitions.

As used in this part, unless the context otherwise
requires:

(1) “Child” means a person who is under eighteen
(18) years of age or who is reasonably presumed to be
under eighteen (18) years of age;

(2) “Department” means the department of chil-
dren’s services; and

(3) “Report of harm” means a report filed under
§ 37-1-403.

History.
Acts 1973, ch. 81, § 1; impl. am. Acts 1975, ch. 219, § 1; T.C.A.,

§ 37-1201; Acts 1987, ch. 145, § 25; 1988, ch. 964, § 4; 1996, ch. 1079,
§ 73.

37-1-402. Purpose and construction of part.

(a) The purpose of this part is to protect children
whose physical or mental health and welfare are ad-
versely affected by brutality, abuse or neglect by requir-
ing reporting of suspected cases by any person having
cause to believe that such case exists. It is intended
that, as a result of such reports, the protective services
of the state shall be brought to bear on the situation to
prevent further abuses, to safeguard and enhance the
welfare of children, and to preserve family life. This
part shall be administered and interpreted to provide
the greatest possible protection as promptly as possible
for children.

(b) Except as expressly herein provided, this part
shall not be construed as repealing any provision of any

other statute but shall be supplementary thereto and
cumulative thereof.

History.
Acts 1973, ch. 81, § 1; 1974, ch. 538, § 2; 1977, ch. 343, § 4; T.C.A.,

§§ 37-1202, 37-1212, 37-1213.

37-1-403. Reporting of brutality, abuse, neglect or
child sexual abuse — Notification to
parents of abuse on school grounds
or under school supervision — Con-
fidentiality of records.

(a)(1) Any person who has knowledge of or is called
upon to render aid to any child who is suffering from
or has sustained any wound, injury, disability, or
physical or mental condition shall report such harm
immediately if the harm is of such a nature as to
reasonably indicate that it has been caused by bru-
tality, abuse or neglect or that, on the basis of
available information, reasonably appears to have
been caused by brutality, abuse or neglect.

(2) Any such person with knowledge of the type of
harm described in this subsection (a) shall report it,
by telephone or otherwise, to the:

(A) Judge having juvenile jurisdiction over the
child;

(B) Department, in a manner specified by the
department, either by contacting a local represen-
tative of the department or by utilizing the depart-
ment’s centralized intake procedure, where
applicable;

(C) Sheriff of the county where the child resides;
or

(D) Chief law enforcement official of the munici-
pality where the child resides.
(3) If any such person knows or has reasonable

cause to suspect that a child has been sexually
abused, the person shall report such information in
accordance with § 37-1-605, relative to the sexual
abuse of children, regardless of whether such person
knows or believes that the child has sustained any
apparent injury as a result of such abuse.
(b) The report shall include, to the extent known by

the reporter, the name, address, telephone number and
age of the child, the name, address, and telephone
number of the person responsible for the care of the
child, and the facts requiring the report. The report
may include any other pertinent information.

(c)(1) If a law enforcement official or judge becomes
aware of known or suspected child abuse, through
personal knowledge, receipt of a report, or otherwise,
such information shall be reported to the department
immediately upon the receipt of such information,
and, where appropriate, the child protective team
shall be notified to investigate the report for the
protection of the child in accordance with this part.
Further criminal investigation by such official shall
be appropriately conducted in coordination with the
team or department to the maximum extent possible.

(2) A law enforcement official or judge who knows
or becomes aware of a person who is convicted of a
violation of § 55-10-401 and sentenced under § 55-
10-402(b), because such person was at the time of the
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